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	CHAPTER I

Generale
Article 1

	Provides definitions for the key terms used throughout the regulation:
	0.1
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	

	
	(a) 'aid', any measure meeting the criteria of Article 107(1) TFEU;
	0.1
	Article 4, paragraph 1
	Article 4
Prohibition of state aid
1Except as otherwise provided for in this law, any aid granted from state resources, in any form whatsoever, which, directly or indirectly, distorts or threatens to distort competition by giving an advantage to one or more certain undertakings or to the production of certain products, is prohibited insofar as it may affect the fulfilment of obligations undertaken by the Republic of Albania in international agreements containing provisions on state aid. 
	F
	

	
	(b) 'existing aid', aid already in force prior to the TFEU or deemed authorized;
	0.2
	Article 2/1
	“Existing state aid”is any state aid scheme and individual aid granted before the entry into force of the law and which is applied even after its entry into force, as well as any state aid scheme and individual aid which has been approved in accordance with the law and this regulation.

	F
	

	
	(c) 'new aid', aid not classified as existing;
	N/A
	N/A
	"New state aid"  is any aid scheme and any individual aid, which is not existing aid, including amendments to existing aid.

	F
	

	
	(d) 'aid scheme', acts enabling awards to be made to undertakings without further implementation;
	0.1
	Article 3/6
	"State aid scheme"is any normative act, on the basis of which, in general form and without the need for other implementing acts, assistance can be provided to enterprises.
	F
	

	
	(e) 'individual aid';
	0.1
	Article 3/7
	"Individual assistance"is any assistance granted to a beneficiary of state aid.
	F
	

	
	(f) 'unlawful aid';
	0.1
	Article 3/9
	"Illegal aid"is any state aid granted and implemented without the approval of the State Aid Commission or any aid for which the relevant commission has been notified, but its approval has not been obtained.
	F
	

	
	(g) 'misuse of aid';
	0.1
	Article 3/17
	“Misuse of aid”is any aid used by the beneficiary in violation of a decision taken by the State Aid Commission, in accordance with this law.
	F
	

	
	(h) 'interested party', parties affected by the aid, eg, competitors.
	0.2
	     Article 2
	“Interested parties”are the beneficiaries of the aid, as well as competing enterprises and their associations, whose interests may be harmed by the granting of aid.

	F
	

	CHAPTER II

PROCEDURE REGARDING NOTIFIED AID
Article 2
	1. Unless otherwise provided by regulations under Article 109 TFEU or other relevant TFEU provisions, Member States must notify the Commission of any plans to grant new aid in sufficient time.
	0.1







0.2
Article 3
	Article 20
	Notification of assistance
1. The aid provider, except for the cases provided for in Article 7 of this law, shall notify the Directorate of any plan for providing aid.
2. The Directorate, within 15 working days, notifies the aid provider of the receipt of this notification.
3. In the notification, the aid provider must provide all the data necessary for taking a decision, according to Article 22 of this law. 4. The Council of Ministers, upon the proposal of the minister responsible for economic affairs, shall adopt the regulation on the procedures and form of notification.

Article 3	
Obligation to notify new aid
1. Aid providers shall notify the Directorate of State Aid (hereinafter referred to as the “Directorate”) of any plan to grant new aid, regardless of its form and beneficiaries. Aid beneficiaries shall not have the right to notify any aid plan to the Directorate.

2. The aid notified under point 1 shall not be put into effect before the Commission has taken a decision authorising it, with or without conditions.

	F
	

	
	2. The Commission shall inform the Member State without delay upon receiving the notification.
	0.1
	Article 20
Paragraph 2
	
The Directorate, within 15 working days, notifies the aid provider of the receipt of this notification.
	F
	

	
	3. A notification must include all necessary information for the Commission to make a decision under Articles 4 and 9—this constitutes a "complete notification."
	0.1
	Article 5
	Article 5
Notification form

1. State aid shall be notified by completing the notification form set out in Annex I to this Regulation. For state aid granted under Articles 14 and 15 of the Law, notification shall be made by completing special notification forms.
2. The notification form must be completed with appropriate, accurate and complete information, so that the commission can assess the compatibility of the state aid, for which approval is requested, with the provisions of the law.
3. When the notification form is signed by the donors' representatives, they must submit written authorization.
4. When a donor plans to provide several state aids, he must complete a separate notification form for each aid plan.

	F
	

	Article 3
	Notifiable aid under Article 2 must not be implemented before the Commission has taken, or is deemed to have taken, a decision authorizing it.
	0.1
	Article 21
	Article 21
Suspension of assistance
1. Except for the cases provided for in Article 7 of this law, the aid shall not be implemented before
2. The Commission should make a decision on its approval, with or without conditions.
	F
	

	Article 4

	1. The Commission examines notifications upon receipt.

	0.1
	Article 22
Paragraph 1
	Article 22
1. The Directorate shall immediately review the notification and, if complete, submit it to the Commission for
assessment.
	F
	

	
	2. It can conclude the measure is not aid.


	0.1
	Article 22, paragraph 2/1
	The Commission shall decide to approve, with or without conditions, or not to approve the notified aid. 2/1. The Commission shall, for each notification, take one of the following decisions: a) the notified measure does not constitute State aid;
	F
	

	
	3. It can approve aid that raises no doubts.
	0.1
	Article 22
paragraph 2/1
letter b)
	The Commission shall decide to approve, with or without conditions, or not to approve the notified aid. 2/1. The Commission shall, for each notification, take one of the following decisions:

b) authorizes the implementation of the notified aid, which is in accordance with state aid legislation;
	F
	

	
	4. If doubts exist, a formal investigation is initiated.
	0.1
	Article 22
paragraph 2/1
letter c)
	 initiates the investigation procedure when there are serious doubts about the compliance of the measure
notified of state aid legislation. The measure is not implemented until the investigation has been completed;
	F
	

	
	5. Decisions must be made within 2 months unless extended.
	0.1
	Article 22
paragraph 3

	The Commission's decisions are taken within 60 calendar days. The deadline begins the day after the submission of the complete notification.
	F
	

	
	6. If no decision is made, the aid is deemed approved. Lays out how the Commission shall examine notified aid measures. It includes decisions declaring measures as non-aid, compatible aid (no objections), or aid requiring formal investigation. Also includes timeframes for the Commission to act and consequences for failure to meet those deadlines (ie, deemed approval).
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	

	Article 5
	1. If the Commission deems a notification under Article 2 incomplete, it will request additional information; the Member State must respond within a prescribed period, and the Commission confirms receipt.
	0.1
	Article 24
Paragraph 1

	Article 24
Request for additional information
1. When the Directorate considers the information provided by the notification of an aid plan, pursuant to Article 20 of this Law, to be incomplete, it shall request the aid provider to provide the necessary additional information. The Directorate shall notify the aid provider of the response within 15 working days.
	F
	

	
	2. If the Member State fails to provide complete information on time, the Commission issues a reminder with an additional deadline.
	0.1
	Article 24
Paragraph 2

	2. When the aid provider does not provide the requested information or provides incorrect information
complete, within the specified period, the Commission takes a decision, based on the information in its possession.
	F
	

	
	3. The notification is deemed withdrawn if the information is not submitted in time—unless the deadline is extended by mutual agreement or the Member State justifies that the information is unavailable or already provided.
	0.2
	Article 8
	Article 8
Withdrawal from notification

1. The donor may withdraw the notification before the commission has made a decision, according to Article 22 of the law.

2. When the provider withdraws the notification, the commission must close the procedure.

	F
	

	Article 6
	1. The Commission's decision to open a formal investigation outlines the facts, legal assessment, doubts about the measure's compatibility with the internal market, and invites comments from the Member State and interested parties within a standard 1-month period (extendable).
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	

	
	2. Received comments are shared with the Member State—while protecting identities if requested—and the Member State may respond within the same standard period (also extendable).
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	

	Article 7

	1. The Commission may seek information from other Member States, undertakings, or associations.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	

	
	2. Requests to beneficiaries require agreement of the Member State.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	

	
	3. Confidentiality is ensured.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	

	
	4. Requests must be proportional and limited to needed information.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	

	
	5. Application deadlines.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	

	
	6. Non-compliance may lead to fines or penalties. Allows the Commission to request information from third parties (eg, undertakings, associations) to assess compatibility of aid. Specifies procedures, confidentiality rules, legal basis, and time limits.
	0.2
	Article 12
	CHAPTER III
PROCEDURES FOR ILLEGAL AID
Article 12
NOTICE   

1. The provider of unnotified and unapproved aid may notify the Directorate of this aid by completing the notification form provided in Annex I. The assessment of such notifications does not prevent the application of Articles 26, 27 and 28 of the Law.

2. In case additional information is required, the provisions of Article 7 of this regulation shall also apply to point 1 of this article.

	P
	

	Article 8

	1. The Commission may impose fines up to 1% of total turnover on undertakings or associations of undertakings for intentionally or negligently providing incorrect or misleading information.
	0.3
	Article 7
After Article 20, Article 20/1 is added with the following content:

	Article 20/1
Administrative Sanctions
Where undertakings or group of undertakings fail to comply with the obligations to provide information laid down in this Law, the Competition Commission shall impose fines in accordance with the provisions of the legislation in force on the protection of competition, insofar as those provisions are applicable.

	F
	

	
	2. It may impose periodic penalty payments up to 5% of daily turnover for each day of delay.
	0.3
	Article 7
After Article 20, Article 20/1 is added with the following content:


	Where undertakings or group of undertakings fail to comply with the obligations to provide information laid down in this Law, the Competition Commission shall impose fines in accordance with the provisions of the legislation in force on the protection of competition, insofar as those provisions are applicable.

	F
	

	
	3. The fines and penalties consider the nature, gravity, and duration of the infringement.

	0.3
	Article 7
After Article 20, Article 20/1 is added with the following content:


	Where undertakings or group of undertakings fail to comply with the obligations to provide information laid down in this Law, the Competition Commission shall impose fines in accordance with the provisions of the legislation in force on the protection of competition, insofar as those provisions are applicable.

	F
	

	
	4. The Commission may reduce or waive penalties if information is eventually provided.

	0.3
	Article 7
After Article 20, Article 20/1 is added with the following content:


	Where undertakings or group of undertakings fail to comply with the obligations to provide information laid down in this Law, the Competition Commission shall impose fines in accordance with the provisions of the legislation in force on the protection of competition, insofar as those provisions are applicable.

	F
	

	
	5. Undertakings have a right to be heard before fines are imposed.

	0.3
	Article 7
After Article 20, Article 20/1 is added with the following content:


	Where undertakings or group of undertakings fail to comply with the obligations to provide information laid down in this Law, the Competition Commission shall impose fines in accordance with the provisions of the legislation in force on the protection of competition, insofar as those provisions are applicable.
	F
	

	
	6. The Court of Justice of the EU has unlimited jurisdiction to review such fines or penalties. Grants the Commission the power to impose fines (up to 1% of turnover) or periodic penalty payments (up to 5% of daily turnover) for non-cooperation. Provides rights of defense and outlines review by the Court of Justice.


	0.3
	Article 7
After Article 20, Article 20/1 is added with the following content:


	Where undertakings or group of undertakings fail to comply with the obligations to provide information laid down in this Law, the Competition Commission shall impose fines in accordance with the provisions of the legislation in force on the protection of competition, insofar as those provisions are applicable.

	F
	

	Article 9

	1. The formal investigation ends with a decision by the Commission.

	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	

	
	2. If the measure does not constitute aid, a non-aid decision is adopted.

	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	

	
	3. If doubts are resolved, a positive decision is issued.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	

	
	4. The Commission may attach conditions and obligations to positive decisions.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	

	
	5. If the measure is incompatible, a negative decision is issued.

	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	

	
	6. The Commission aims to decide within 18 months.


	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	

	
	7. After that, the Member State may request a decision within 2 months.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	

	
	8. The Commission must hear the Member State before adopting a final decision.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	

	
	9. Confidential information may only be disclosed with agreement or after proper justification.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	

	
	10. The Commission safeguards business secrets and allows withholding of identity if justified. Covers how the Commission closes investigations with one of four types of decisions: non-aid, compatible aid, conditional approval, or incompatible aid. Defines time limits and rights to be heard.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	

	Article 10

	1. A Member State may withdraw its aid notification before the Commission adopts a decision.
	0.1
	Article 8
	Article 8
Withdrawal from notification

1. The donor may withdraw the notification before the commission has made a decision, according to Article 22 of the law.

2. When the provider withdraws the notification, the commission must close the procedure.

	F
	

	
	2. If a formal investigation has started, the Commission must close the procedure upon withdrawal. Permits a Member State to withdraw its notification at any time before a decision. Requires the Commission to close the case accordingly.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	

	Article 11
	The Commission may revoke a decision adopted under Article 4(2) or (3), or Article 9(2), (3), or (4), if it was based on incorrect information that was decisive to the outcome, after giving the Member State a chance to comment; before revoking, it must open a formal investigation under Article 4(4), and relevant procedural articles shall apply mutatis mutandis.
	0.2
	Article 9
	Article 9
Revocation of the decision

1. The Commission may revoke a decision approving state aid if, after approval, it is discovered that the decision was based on incorrect information provided by the grantor, information which was relevant in making the decision.

2. Before revoking the decision and making a new decision, the commission must hear the arguments of the grantor and the interested parties.


	P
	

	CHAPTER III

PROCEDURE REGARDING UNLAWFUL AID
Article 12
	1. The Commission can investigate alleged unlawful aid on its own or based on complaints.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	

	
	2. Member States must provide all necessary information.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	

	
	3. The Commission may issue an 'information injunction' to compel Member States to cooperate. Describes the Commission's ability to examine information on unlawful aid on its own initiative or based on complaints. Outlines obligations for Member States to provide information.

	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	

	Article 13

	1. The Commission may adopt a suspension injunction requiring a Member State to suspend unlawful aid until a final decision on its compatibility is made, after giving the Member State an opportunity to comment.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	

	
	2. The Commission may also adopt a recovery injunction, requiring provisional recovery of unlawful aid, if (a) there is no doubt the measure is aid, (b) urgent action is needed, and (c) there is a serious risk of irreparable harm to a competitor; recovery follows Article 16(2) and (3) and may be accompanied by rescue aid. This applies only to unlawful aid implemented after Regulation (EC) No 659/1999 entered into force.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	

	Article 14
	If a Member State fails to comply with a suspension or recovery injunction, the Commission may, based on available information, refer the case directly to the Court of Justice of the European Union and request a declaration that the non-compliance constitutes a breach of the TFEU.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	

	Article 15

	1. When assessing potentially unlawful aid, the Commission may either close the case or open a formal investigation, which must later be concluded by a final decision. If the Member State fails to provide the requested information, the decision will be based on the available data.

	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	

	
	2. In such cases, the Commission is not subject to the usual deadlines for taking decisions.

	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	

	
	3. The rules on requesting additional information apply accordingly.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	

	Article 16

	1. When the Commission adopts a negative decision on unlawful aid, the Member State must recover the aid from the beneficiary, unless recovery would violate a general principle of Union law.

	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	

	
	2. The aid to be recovered must include interest set at an appropriate rate by the Commission, calculated from the date the aid was available to the beneficiary until its recovery.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	

	
	3. Recovery must be carried out without delay under national procedures that ensure immediate and effective execution. Member States must take all necessary legal steps, including provisional measures, in line with Union law.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	

	CHAPTER IV

LIMITATION PERIODS
Article 17

	1. The Commission's power to recover aid is limited by a 10-year limitation period.

	0.2
	Article 17
	Article 17
Prescription period

1. The Commission may request the return of illegal aid within a 10-year period.

	F
	

	
	2. This period starts on the day the illegal aid is granted to the beneficiary. Any action by the Commission or a Member State at the Commission's request interrupts the period, restarting it. The limitation period is suspended while the Commission's decision is under court proceedings before the Court of Justice of the European Union.
	0.2
	Article 17
	2. The limitation period shall begin on the day on which the unlawful aid was granted to its beneficiary, whether as an individual aid or as a State aid scheme. Any action taken by the Commission or by the aid provider acting at the Commission's request, in relation to the unlawful aid shall interrupt the limitation period. Any interruption shall cause the calculation of the limitation period to restart. If the Commission's decision is appealed to the Court of Tirana, the limitation period shall be suspended until the conclusion of the judicial proceedings.


	P
	

	
	3. Once the limitation period has expired, the aid is considered existing aid.

	0.2
	Article 17 paragraph 3
	Any aid for which the statute of limitations has expired is considered existing aid.  

	F
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk229060274]Article 18

	1. The Commission's powers under Article 8 are subject to a limitation period of 3 years.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	The draft law provides for the principle of prescription of punitive power, but the details on the interruption and suspension of deadlines (as required by Regulation 2015/1589) will be specified in the sub-legal acts to be drafted by the Authority. This is done in order not to overload the basic law with technical calculation rules.

	
	2. This period begins on the day the infringement is committed. For continuing or repeated infringements, it starts when the infringement ends.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	The draft law provides for the principle of prescription of punitive power, but the details on the interruption and suspension of deadlines (as required by Regulation 2015/1589) will be specified in the secondary legislation to be drafted by the Authority. This is done in order not to overload the basic law with technical calculation rules.

	
	3. Any action by the Commission related to investigation or proceedings interrupts the limitation period, starting from the date the action is notified to the concerned undertaking or association.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	The draft law provides for the principle of prescription of punitive power, but the details on the interruption and suspension of deadlines (as required by Regulation 2015/1589) will be specified in the secondary legislation to be drafted by the Authority. This is done in order not to overload the basic law with technical calculation rules.

	
	4. After each interruption, the limitation period restarts. However, it expires at the latest after 6 years if no fine or penalty has been imposed. This period may be extended if it is suspended under paragraph 5.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	The draft law provides for the principle of prescription of punitive power, but the details on the interruption and suspension of deadlines (as required by Regulation 2015/1589) will be specified in the secondary legislation to be drafted by the Authority. This is done in order not to overload the basic law with technical calculation rules.

	
	5. The limitation period is suspended while the Commission's decision is under review by the Court of Justice of the European Union.
	
	
	
	
	The draft law provides for the principle of prescription of punitive power, but the details on the interruption and suspension of deadlines (as required by Regulation 2015/1589) will be specified in the secondary legislation to be drafted by the Authority. This is done in order not to overload the basic law with technical calculation rules.

	Article 19

	1. The Commission's power to enforce decisions adopted under Article 8 is subject to a 5-year limitation period.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	The draft law provides for the principle of prescription of punitive power, but the details on the interruption and suspension of deadlines (as required by Regulation 2015/1589) will be specified in the secondary legislation to be drafted by the Authority. This is done in order not to overload the basic law with technical calculation rules.

	
	2. This period begins on the day the decision under Article 8 becomes final.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	The draft law provides for the principle of prescription of punitive power, but the details on the interruption and suspension of deadlines (as required by Regulation 2015/1589) will be specified in the secondary legislation to be drafted by the Authority. This is done in order not to overload the basic law with technical calculation rules.

	
	3. The limitation period is interrupted by:
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	The draft law provides for the principle of prescription of punitive power, but the details on the interruption and suspension of deadlines (as required by Regulation 2015/1589) will be specified in the secondary legislation to be drafted by the Authority. This is done in order not to overload the basic law with technical calculation rules.

	
	(a) Notification of a decision modifying the original amount of the fine or penalty, or refusing a request for modification;
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	The draft law provides for the principle of prescription of punitive power, but the details on the interruption and suspension of deadlines (as required by Regulation 2015/1589) will be specified in the secondary legislation to be drafted by the Authority. This is done in order not to overload the basic law with technical calculation rules.

	
	(b) Any enforcement action taken by a Member State (at the Commission's request) or by the Commission itself.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	The draft law provides for the principle of prescription of punitive power, but the details on the interruption and suspension of deadlines (as required by Regulation 2015/1589) will be specified in the secondary legislation to be drafted by the Authority. This is done in order not to overload the basic law with technical calculation rules.

	
	4. After each interruption, the limitation period restarts.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	The draft law provides for the principle of prescription of punitive power, but the details on the interruption and suspension of deadlines (as required by Regulation 2015/1589) will be specified in the secondary legislation to be drafted by the Authority. This is done in order not to overload the basic law with technical calculation rules.

	
	5. The limitation period is suspended during:
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	The draft law provides for the principle of prescription of punitive power, but the details on the interruption and suspension of deadlines (as required by Regulation 2015/1589) will be specified in the secondary legislation to be drafted by the Authority. This is done in order not to overload the basic law with technical calculation rules.

	
	(a) The time granted to the respondent to pay;
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	The draft law provides for the principle of prescription of punitive power, but the details on the interruption and suspension of deadlines (as required by Regulation 2015/1589) will be specified in the secondary legislation to be drafted by the Authority. This is done in order not to overload the basic law with technical calculation rules.

	
	(b) Suspension of enforcement due to a decision by the Court of Justice of the European Union.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	The draft law provides for the principle of prescription of punitive power, but the details on the interruption and suspension of deadlines (as required by Regulation 2015/1589) will be specified in the secondary legislation to be drafted by the Authority. This is done in order not to overload the basic law with technical calculation rules.

	CHAPTER V

PROCEDURE REGARDING MISUSE OF AID
Article 20

	Without prejudice to Article 28, in cases of misuse of aid, the Commission may initiate the formal investigation procedure under Article 4(4). The rules in Articles 6 to 9, 11, 12, 13(1), and 14 to 17 apply accordingly (mutatis mutandis).
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Full approximation requires detailed implementing rules that will be adopted with guidelines by the Authority.

	CHAPTER VI

PROCEDURE REGARDING EXISTING AID SCHEMES
Article 21

	1. The Commission shall obtain all necessary information from the Member State to review existing aid schemes, in cooperation with the Member State, under Article 108(1) TFEU.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	These articles regulate the cooperation of the Authority with the granting institutions for the schemes that were in force before the law. The approximation requires the creation of a complete inventory (Electronic Registry) that will be regulated by sub-legal acts by the Authority.

	
	2. If the Commission believes an existing aid scheme is incompatible with the internal market, it must notify the Member State of its preliminary view and allow it to submit comments within 1 month. This period may be extended in duly justified cases.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	These articles regulate the cooperation of the Authority with the granting institutions for the schemes that were in force before the law. The approximation requires the creation of a complete inventory (Electronic Registry) that will be regulated by sub-legal acts by the Authority.

	Article 22

	If, based on the information submitted under Article 21, the Commission concludes that an existing aid scheme is incompatible with the internal market, it shall issue a recommendation proposing appropriate measures to the Member State. These may include:
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	These articles regulate the cooperation of the Authority with the granting institutions for the schemes that were in force before the law. The approximation requires the creation of a complete inventory (Electronic Registry) that will be regulated by sub-legal acts by the Authority.

	
	(a) a substantive amendment of the aid scheme;
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	These articles regulate the cooperation of the Authority with the granting institutions for the schemes that were in force before the law. The approximation requires the creation of a complete inventory (Electronic Registry) that will be regulated by sub-legal acts by the Authority.

	
	(b) the introduction of procedural requirements; hrs
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	These articles regulate the cooperation of the Authority with the granting institutions for the schemes that were in force before the law. The approximation requires the creation of a complete inventory (Electronic Registry) that will be regulated by sub-legal acts by the Authority.

	
	(c) the abolition of the aid scheme.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	These articles regulate the cooperation of the Authority with the granting institutions for the schemes that were in force before the law. The approximation requires the creation of a complete inventory (Electronic Registry) that will be regulated by sub-legal acts by the Authority.

	Article 23
	1. If the Member State accepts the proposed measures and informs the Commission, the Commission shall record this and notify the Member State. The Member State is then obliged to implement the measures.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	These articles regulate the cooperation of the Authority with the granting institutions for the schemes that were in force before the law. The approximation requires the creation of a complete inventory (Electronic Registry) that will be regulated by sub-legal acts by the Authority.

	
	2. If the Member State does not accept the measures, and the Commission still considers them necessary after reviewing the Member State's arguments, it shall initiate proceedings under Article 4(4). Articles 6, 9, and 11 shall apply accordingly (mutatis mutandis).
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	These articles regulate the cooperation of the Authority with the granting institutions for the schemes that were in force before the law. The approximation requires the creation of a complete inventory (Electronic Registry) that will be regulated by sub-legal acts by the Authority.

	CHAPTER VII

INTERESTED PARTIES
Article 24


	1. Any interested party may submit comments after the Commission initiates the formal investigation; those who submit comments and aid beneficiaries receive a copy of the final decision.
	0.2
	Article 22

Paragraph 1
	CHAPTER 5
INTERESTED PARTIES
                                                                               
Article 22
Rights of interested parties

1. After publication of the new aid notice in a periodical with the largest circulation, any interested party may submit its comments.


	F
	

	
	2. Interested parties may submit a complaint using the official form; if incomplete or unfounded, the Commission may request comments within 1 month, otherwise the complaint is considered withdrawn. The Commission informs the Member State and sends the decision to the complainant.
	0.2
	Article 22

Paragraph 2 and 3
	
2. Any interested party may inform the Directorate if it is judged that the aid is unlawful. When the Directorate considers that the information in its possession is insufficient, it shall submit this information for consideration to the Commission, which shall take a decision on the matter.

3. When the Directorate has sufficient information in its possession to consider the matter, it requests the provider to submit all information necessary for a full examination of the matter.
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	3. Upon request, any interested party may obtain a copy of decisions under Articles 4 and 9, Article 12(3), and Article 13.
	0.2
	Article 22

Paragraph 4
	4. Upon request, each interested party shall receive a copy of the decision rendered, as provided for in point 2 of Article 22 of the law.
	F
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk229060719]CHAPTER VIII

INVESTIGATIONS INTO SECTORS OF THE ECONOMY AND INTO AID INSTRUMENTS
Article 25

	1. If there is reasonable suspicion that aid in a specific sector or through a specific instrument distorts competition in several Member States, the Commission may launch a sector inquiry and request relevant information, ensuring proportionality and stating reasons for the inquiry and its addressees.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	This article approximates the Authority's competence to conduct investigations by sector.

The formats of requests for information to be sent to enterprises will be determined in the Internal Investigation Regulation which the Authority will issue after its establishment.

	
	2. The Commission publishes a report on the inquiry results and invites comments from Member States and affected parties.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	This article approximates the Authority's competence to conduct investigations by sector.

The formats of requests for information to be sent to enterprises will be determined in the Internal Investigation Regulation which the Authority will issue after its establishment.

	
	3. Information from sector inquiries may be used in related procedures, and Articles 5, 7, and 8 apply accordingly.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	This article approximates the Authority's competence to conduct investigations by sector.

The formats of requests for information to be sent to enterprises will be determined in the Internal Investigation Regulation which the Authority will issue after its establishment.

	CHAPTER IX

MONITORING
Article 26


	1. Member States must submit annual reports to the Commission on all existing aid schemes not subject to specific reporting obligations under a conditional decision (Article 9(4)).	
	0.2
	Article 23
	Article 23
Annual report

1. The grantor shall submit to the Directorate annual reports on state aid schemes and individual aid granted, no later than March 31 of the following year. The form and content of the annual report are provided in Annex III of this regulation.
	
2. Every quarter, the directorate may request from the grantors information on the state aid granted and, in particular, data on its use.

3. Where, after examining the information provided in the annual report and any other information submitted by the grantor, the Directorate has doubts about the compatibility of the State aid with the provisions of the law, it shall request the grantor to submit additional information. The Directorate shall specify the information required and the time limit within which this information must be provided.
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	2. If a Member State fails to submit the report despite a reminder, the Commission may take action under Article 22 regarding the aid scheme.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	This article requires the issuance of sub-legal acts and technical guidelines by the new independent Authority, in order to guarantee operational flexibility and full compliance with the latest practice of the European Commission.

	Article 27

	1. If the Commission has serious doubts about compliance with its decisions on individual aid (no objections, positive, or conditional decisions), it may conduct on-site monitoring visits after giving the Member State a chance to comment.
	0.2
	Article 24
Paragraph 1
	Article 24
On-site monitoring
1. When the Commission has serious doubts about the implementation of decisions on individual aid, as provided for in point 2 of Article 22 of the Law, the aid providers, after having been given the opportunity to express their comments, shall allow the Commission to carry out an on-site inspection.

	F
	

	
	2. During the visit, Commission-authorized officials may:
	0.2
	Article 24
Paragraph 2
	2. In order to verify the compliance of the decision taken on the matter in question, the commission and/or its authorized officials have the right to:
a) to enter the premises of the enterprise in question;
b) to request oral explanations on the spot;
c) to inspect the books and other business records, in written or electronic form, and to obtain or request copies thereof.

3. If it deems it appropriate, the commission or directorate shall seek assistance from independent experts.
	F
	

	
	(a) Enter any premises and land of the undertaking concerned;
	0.2
	Article 24
Paragraph 2
	2. In order to verify the compliance of the decision taken on the matter in question, the commission and/or its authorized officials have the right to:
a) to enter the premises of the enterprise in question;
b) to request oral explanations on the spot;
c) to inspect the books and other business records, in written or electronic form, and to obtain or request copies thereof.

3. If it deems it appropriate, the commission or directorate shall seek assistance from independent experts.
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	(b) Request oral explanations on the spot;
	0.2
	Article 24
Paragraph 2
	2. In order to verify the compliance of the decision taken on the matter in question, the commission and/or its authorized officials have the right to:
a) to enter the premises of the enterprise in question;
b) to request oral explanations on the spot;
c) to inspect the books and other business records, in written or electronic form, and to obtain or request copies thereof.

3. If it deems it appropriate, the commission or directorate shall seek assistance from independent experts.
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	(c) Examine books and business records and take or request copies. The Commission may be assisted by independent experts if needed.
	0.2
	Article 24
Paragraph 2
	2. In order to verify the compliance of the decision taken on the matter in question, the commission and/or its authorized officials have the right to:
a) to enter the premises of the enterprise in question;
b) to request oral explanations on the spot;
c) to inspect the books and other business records, in written or electronic form, and to obtain or request copies thereof.

3. If it deems it appropriate, the commission or directorate shall seek assistance from independent experts.
	F
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk229061010]
	3. The Commission must inform the Member State in advance and in writing about the visit and the identities of the officials and experts. If the Member State raises justified objections to the choice of experts, they will be appointed by mutual agreement. Authorized persons must carry written authorization stating the subject and purpose of the visit.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	This paragraph has not been transposed into the draft law as it regulates the detailed procedures for on-site monitoring visits by European Union officials. These provisions are directly applicable after the accession of the Republic of Albania to the EU. For the current phase, the draft law guarantees the principle of monitoring, while the modalities of cooperation with international experts are left to be specified in sub-legal acts and bilateral agreements, in order to avoid overloading the law with procedures that require the status of a member state.

	
	4. Officials from the Member State where the visit takes place may be present during the monitoring.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	This article has not been transposed into the draft law as it regulates the detailed procedures for on-site monitoring visits by European Union officials. These provisions are directly applicable after the accession of the Republic of Albania to the EU. For the current phase, the draft law guarantees the principle of monitoring, while the modalities of cooperation with international experts are left to be specified in sub-legal acts and bilateral agreements, in order to avoid overloading the law with procedures that require the status of a member state.

	
	5. The Commission must provide the Member State with a copy of any monitoring report produced.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	This article has not been transposed into the draft law as it regulates the detailed procedures for on-site monitoring visits by European Union officials. These provisions are directly applicable after the accession of the Republic of Albania to the EU. For the current phase, the draft law guarantees the principle of monitoring, while the modalities of cooperation with international experts are left to be specified in sub-legal acts and bilateral agreements, in order to avoid overloading the law with procedures that require the status of a member state.

	
	6. If an undertaking resists a monitoring visit, the Member State must assist Commission officials and experts in carrying it out.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	This article has not been transposed into the draft law as it regulates the detailed procedures for on-site monitoring visits by European Union officials. These provisions are directly applicable after the accession of the Republic of Albania to the EU. For the current phase, the draft law guarantees the principle of monitoring, while the modalities of cooperation with international experts are left to be specified in sub-legal acts and bilateral agreements, in order to avoid overloading the law with procedures that require the status of a member state.

	Article 28

	1. If a Member State fails to comply with conditional or negative decisions, especially as referred to in Article 16, the Commission may directly refer the case to the Court of Justice of the European Union under Article 108(2) TFEU.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Transposition of this article is not possible at this stage, as it regulates the exclusive competence of the European Commission to refer cases to the Court of Justice of the EU (CJEU) under Articles 108 and 260 TFEU. These are provisions relating to the EU's legal sovereignty over the Member States. However, the draft law ensures compliance with the decisions of the domestic Authority, leaving the way open for full procedural harmonisation upon accession.

	
	2. If the Member State does not comply with a judgment of the Court, the Commission may take further action under Article 260 TFEU.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Transposition of this article is not possible at this stage, as it regulates the exclusive competence of the European Commission to refer cases to the Court of Justice of the EU (CJEU) under Articles 108 and 260 TFEU. These are provisions relating to the EU's legal sovereignty over the Member States. However, the draft law ensures compliance with the decisions of the domestic Authority, leaving the way open for full procedural harmonisation upon accession.

	CHAPTER X

COOPERATION WITH NATIONAL COURTS
Article 29

	1. National courts may request information or an opinion from the Commission regarding the application of State aid rules under Articles 107(1) and 108 TFEU.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	The detailing of the request for opinions from the European Commission by Albanian courts will become effective only after accession.


	
	2. To ensure consistent application, the Commission may submit written or, with permission, oral observations to national courts and may request necessary documents from the court for this purpose.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	The detailing of the request for opinions from the European Commission by Albanian courts will become effective only after accession.


	CHAPTER XI

COMMON PROVISIONS
Article 30

	1. The Commission, Member States, their officials, and other servants, including independent experts appointed by the Commission, must not disclose any information obtained through the application of this Regulation.
	0.1
	Article 33
	Article 33
Professional secrecy
The Commission, the Directorate and the aid provider, their employees and other subordinates, including experts appointed by the Commission, are obliged to maintain the professional secrecy of information that they have managed to obtain during the implementation of the procedures of this law..
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	2. This obligation applies to all information covered by professional secrecy.
	0.1
	Article 33
	Article 33
Professional secrecy
The Commission, the Directorate and the aid provider, their employees and other subordinates, including experts appointed by the Commission, are obliged to maintain the professional secrecy of information that they have managed to obtain during the implementation of the procedures of this law..
	F
	

	Article 31

	1. Decisions under Article 7(7), 8(1) and (2), and 9(9) are addressed to the concerned undertaking or association, which is promptly notified and given the opportunity to identify confidential information.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	

	
	2. All other decisions under Chapters II, III, V, VI, and IX are addressed to the concerned Member State, which is also promptly notified and allowed to indicate confidential information.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	

	Article 32

	1. The Commission shall publish in the Official Journal of the European Union a summary notice of the decisions taken pursuant to Article 4(2) and (3) and Article 22 in conjunction with Article 23(1). The notice shall state that a copy of the decision may be obtained in the authentic language version or versions.
	0.1
	Article 31
	Article 31
Publication of decisions Decisions taken by the commission are published in the Official Gazette of the Republic of Albania.
	P
	

	
	2. The Commission shall publish in the Official Journal the decisions taken pursuant to Article 4(4) in their authentic language version, with a meaningful summary in other language versions.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	This paragraph has not been transposed as regards the obligation to publish in the Official Journal of the EU, as this is an obligation arising after accession. However, the draft law guarantees transparency by providing for the full publication of decisions in the Official Gazette of the Republic of Albania and on the official website of the Authority, thus fulfilling the objective of public notification and transparency towards third parties.

	
	3. The Commission shall publish in the Official Journal the decisions taken pursuant to Article 8(1) and (2) and Article 9.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	This paragraph has not been transposed as regards the obligation to publish in the Official Journal of the EU, as this is an obligation arising after accession. However, the draft law guarantees transparency by providing for the full publication of decisions in the Official Gazette of the Republic of Albania and on the official website of the Authority, thus fulfilling the objective of public notification and transparency towards third parties.

	
	4. In cases where Article 4(6) or Article 10(2) applies, a short notice shall be published in the Official Journal.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	This paragraph has not been transposed as regards the obligation to publish in the Official Journal of the EU, as this is an obligation arising after accession. However, the draft law guarantees transparency by providing for the full publication of decisions in the Official Gazette of the Republic of Albania and on the official website of the Authority, thus fulfilling the objective of public notification and transparency towards third parties.

	
	5. The Council, acting unanimously, may decide to publish decisions pursuant to the third subparagraph of Article 108(2) TFEU in the Official Journal.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	This paragraph has not been transposed as regards the obligation to publish in the Official Journal of the EU, as this is an obligation arising after accession. However, the draft law guarantees transparency by providing for the full publication of decisions in the Official Gazette of the Republic of Albania and on the official website of the Authority, thus fulfilling the objective of public notification and transparency towards third parties.

	Article 33

	The Commission, acting in accordance with the procedure laid down in Article 34, shall have the power to adopt implementing provisions concerning:
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	These provisions have not been transposed as they regulate the internal decision-making procedures of the European Commission and the role of the Advisory Committee of the Member States. Instead, the draft law (in Articles 10 and 33 of the Albanian version) empowers the Management Board of the Authority to adopt implementing provisions on the form and content of notifications, complaints and annual reports, reflecting the technical content of these articles without copying the EU institutional structure.

	
	(a) the form, content and other details of notifications
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	These provisions have not been transposed as they regulate the internal decision-making procedures of the European Commission and the role of the Advisory Committee of the Member States. Instead, the draft law (in Articles 10 and 33 of the Albanian version) empowers the Management Board of the Authority to adopt implementing provisions on the form and content of notifications, complaints and annual reports, reflecting the technical content of these articles without copying the EU institutional structure.

	
	(b) the form, content and other details of annual reports
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	These provisions have not been transposed as they regulate the internal decision-making procedures of the European Commission and the role of the Advisory Committee of the Member States. Instead, the draft law (in Articles 10 and 33 of the Albanian version) empowers the Management Board of the Authority to adopt implementing provisions on the form and content of notifications, complaints and annual reports, reflecting the technical content of these articles without copying the EU institutional structure.

	
	(c) the form, content and other details of complaints submitted in accordance with Article 12(1) and Article 24(2)
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	These provisions have not been transposed as they regulate the internal decision-making procedures of the European Commission and the role of the Advisory Committee of the Member States. Instead, the draft law (in Articles 10 and 33 of the Albanian version) empowers the Management Board of the Authority to adopt implementing provisions on the form and content of notifications, complaints and annual reports, reflecting the technical content of these articles without copying the EU institutional structure.

	
	(d) details of time-limits and the calculation of time-limits
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	These provisions have not been transposed as they regulate the internal decision-making procedures of the European Commission and the role of the Advisory Committee of the Member States. Instead, the draft law (in Articles 10 and 33 of the Albanian version) empowers the Management Board of the Authority to adopt implementing provisions on the form and content of notifications, complaints and annual reports, reflecting the technical content of these articles without copying the EU institutional structure.

	
	(e) the interest rate referred to in Article 16(2)
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	These provisions have not been transposed as they regulate the internal decision-making procedures of the European Commission and the role of the Advisory Committee of the Member States. Instead, the draft law (in Articles 10 and 33 of the Albanian version) empowers the Management Board of the Authority to adopt implementing provisions on the form and content of notifications, complaints and annual reports, reflecting the technical content of these articles without copying the EU institutional structure.

	Article 34

	1. Before adopting implementing provisions under Article 33, the Commission must consult the Advisory Committee on State aid.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	These provisions have not been transposed as they regulate the internal decision-making procedures of the European Commission and the role of the Advisory Committee of the Member States. Instead, the draft law (in Articles 10 and 33 of the Albanian version) empowers the Management Board of the Authority to adopt implementing provisions on the form and content of notifications, complaints and annual reports, reflecting the technical content of these articles without copying the EU institutional structure.

	
	2. The Committee is consulted at a meeting called by the Commission, with draft documents annexed to the notification; the meeting occurs at least 2 months later unless urgency requires less time.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	These provisions have not been transposed as they regulate the internal decision-making procedures of the European Commission and the role of the Advisory Committee of the Member States. Instead, the draft law (in Articles 10 and 33 of the Albanian version) empowers the Management Board of the Authority to adopt implementing provisions on the form and content of notifications, complaints and annual reports, reflecting the technical content of these articles without copying the EU institutional structure.

	
	3. The Commission presents a draft of the measures; the Committee gives its opinion within a set time-limit, possibly through a vote.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	These provisions have not been transposed as they regulate the internal decision-making procedures of the European Commission and the role of the Advisory Committee of the Member States. Instead, the draft law (in Articles 10 and 33 of the Albanian version) empowers the Management Board of the Authority to adopt implementing provisions on the form and content of notifications, complaints and annual reports, reflecting the technical content of these articles without copying the EU institutional structure.

	
	4. The opinion is recorded in the minutes; Member States may request their positions to be included, and the Committee may propose publication in the Official Journal.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	These provisions have not been transposed as they regulate the internal decision-making procedures of the European Commission and the role of the Advisory Committee of the Member States. Instead, the draft law (in Articles 10 and 33 of the Albanian version) empowers the Management Board of the Authority to adopt implementing provisions on the form and content of notifications, complaints and annual reports, reflecting the technical content of these articles without copying the EU institutional structure.

	
	5. The Commission must take the Committee's opinion into account and inform it of how the opinion was considered.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	These provisions have not been transposed as they regulate the internal decision-making procedures of the European Commission and the role of the Advisory Committee of the Member States. Instead, the draft law (in Articles 10 and 33 of the Albanian version) empowers the Management Board of the Authority to adopt implementing provisions on the form and content of notifications, complaints and annual reports, reflecting the technical content of these articles without copying the EU institutional structure.

	Article 35

	References to the repealed Regulation shall be understood as referring to this Regulation and interpreted based on the correlation table in Annex II.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Articles 35 have not been transposed as they are of a technical nature on the entry into force of the Regulation in the territory of the European Union and its repealing power over previous EU acts. The Albanian draft law provides for its own transitional (Article 9) and repealing provisions to regulate the establishment and functioning of the new State Aid Control Authority.

	Article 36
	1. This Regulation shall enter into force on the twentieth day following that of its publication in the Official Journal of the European Union.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Articles 36 have not been transposed as they are of a technical nature on the entry into force of the Regulation in the territory of the European Union and its repealing power over previous EU acts. The Albanian draft law provides for its own transitional (Article 9) and repealing provisions to regulate the establishment and functioning of the new State Aid Control Authority.

	
	2. This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member States.

	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Articles 36 have not been transposed as they are of a technical nature on the entry into force of the Regulation in the territory of the European Union and its repealing power over previous EU acts. The Albanian draft law provides for its own transitional (Article 9) and repealing provisions to regulate the establishment and functioning of the new State Aid Control Authority.
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